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Lamberti, president, and Stewart E. Iverson,
Jr., majority leader, Iowa State Senate; David
Roederer, Iowa State chairman, Bush-Che-
ney, ‘04, Inc.; senior Al Qaida associate Abu

Musab Al Zarqawi; Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi of Japan; former President Jiang
Zemin and President Hu Jintao of China; and
Chairman Kim Chong-il of North Korea.

Statement on the Death of Gordon Cooper

October 5, 2004

Gordon Cooper was a pioneer of human
space exploration. He was one of the origi-
nal seven Mercury astronauts, logging more
than 225 hours in space throughout his dis-
tinguished career. He also served his coun-

try in the United States Air Force and re-
ceived numerous awards including the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross. Laura joins me in
sending our condolences to the entire Coo-
per family.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Legislation To Reinstate

the Draft
October 5, 2004

I applaud the House of Representatives
for soundly rejecting the “Reinstate the
Draft” bill, sponsored by Congressman
Rangel in the House and Senator Hollings
in the Senate. If this bill were presented
to me, I would veto it. America’s all-volun-
teer military is the best in the world, and
reinstating the draft would be bad policy.

We have increased pay and benefits to en-
sure that our troops have the resources
they need to fight and win the war on
terror. I want every American to under-
stand that, as long as I am President, there
will be no draft.

NoOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 163.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting a
Supplemental Budget Request To Support Comprehensive Response and
Recovery Efforts After Hurricane Jeanne

October 5, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker:

On September 8th, I signed into law
Public Law 108-303, the Emergency Sup-
plemental Appropriations for Disaster Re-
lief Act, 2004, which provided $2 billion
in supplemental funds for hurricane-related
disaster relief. On September 14th and
27th, I submitted additional supplemental
requests totaling $10.2 billion to continue

immediate assistance to address the impact
of Hurricanes Charley, Frances, Ivan, and
Jeanne.

Due to the availability of better estimates
regarding the damage resulting from Hurri-
cane Jeanne, I am requesting additional
emergency funds from the Congress to ad-
dress this natural disaster. I now ask the
Congress to consider the enclosed requests,
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